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1 Kings 15:1-8

The authors of Kings continue the stories of the kings of Judah before returning to pick up the
threads of the history of Israel with Nadab, son of Jeroboam.  Abijah (15:1-8) is a characteristically bad
Judean king, indulging in the idolatry of Solomon in his later days and of Rehoboam; Asa, Abijah’s
(15:9-24) is a characteristically good Judean king, behaving relatively faithfully like David and the
earlier Solomon.  These two set the pattern for all the Judean kings who follow, who are measured in
terms of whether they have been “like David” or not.  

The fulfillment of the prophecy against the house of Jeroboam has been delayed until it has been
made clear how differently God treats the house of David, whose wicked kings do not bring the
downfall of the dynasty “because for David’s sake the LORD his God gave him a lamp in Jerusalem”
(15:4).  Now, however, everything turns out as Ahijah the prophet had said it would (14:7-11).

1. In what ways are you like and unlike your dad?
Is there a chapter of your life that you wish you could re-write?

2. For what is Abijah’s reign rememberd?  “He committed all the sins his father had done
before him; his heart was not fully devoted to the LORD his God, as the heart of David his
forefather had been.” (15:3-4) Also, “There was war between Rehoboam and Jeroboam
throughout Abijah’s lifetime.” (15:6)

Anything interesting about Abijah’s mother?  Of course, his father was Rehobam, but his
mother Maacah was the favorite wife of Rehoboam, the mother of Abijah, Attai, Ziza, and
Shelomith (2 Chr 11:20-21). It is likely that she was the granddaughter of Absalom and the
daughter of a marriage between Tamar (Absalom’s daughter, 2 Sam 14:27) and Uriel. 
Absalom’s mother was also named Maacah (2 Sam 3:3).  A strong-willed woman, Maacah
maintained her position as queen mother until her grandson Asa (15:8; 2 Chr 14:1)
removed her from that position. Maacah fell from favor "because she had made a
repulsive Asherah pole” (15:13; 2 Chron 15:16).

3. Since Abijah was sinful, why was he given the throne?  “Nevertheless, for David's sake
the LORD his God gave him a lamp in Jerusalem by raising up a son to succeed him and by
making Jerusalem strong.  For David had done what was right in the eyes of the LORD

and had not failed to keep any of the LORD's commands all the days of his life — except in
the case of Uriah the Hittite.” (15:4-5)  Although David committed terrible sins, he was
repentant, and never allowed his heart to be divided into serving the LORD and the nature
gods of the Canaanites.

Why does the LORD continue Abijah’s line “for David’s sake” (15:4)?  Did God save Israel
just because of the one man David?  No, not exactly.  God loved and chose David, but he is
not more loved or chosen than any other of God’s children.  David is symbolic of faith,
repentance and a heart for God.  

4. What struggle does Abijah inherit?  Hostile relations between the Northern and
Southern Kingdoms eventually flared into full blown combat in which Abijah defeated
Jeroboam and took several towns from him, including Bethel (2 Chr 13:19).

Abijah “rested with his fathers.”  Still think that means “heaven,” or could it be a general
term to describe death like “passing away”?  

5. Why will one child follow their parents’ ways, while another will reject them?
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Did you follow or reject your parents’ beliefs about Jesus?

6. Does God bless people for the merit of their ancestors?

1 Kings 15:9-24

7. Have you ever been so desperate that you had to forage through garbage dumpsters or
roadside trash for treasures or food?  What did you find?

When you go garage sailing, what items do you look for?
Ever been told that you need to hold a garage sale?  What’s the message there?

8. Why do you think Asa’s mother is not mentioned (15:10)?  Most likely because she was
infamous — her story was very important at the time.

What could have motivated Asa to break the legacy of evil forged by his father and
grandfather?  The wonderful, amazing grace of God touched His heart.  Additionally, he
may well have looked at the reigns of his father Abijah, grand father Rehoboam, and the
tail end of his great grand father Solomon, and asked rhetorically, “How did that work
out for you?”  Answer: “Not too good.”

9. What is the function of “male shrine prostitutes” (15:12; Hos 4:14)?  To the Canaanites,
the Cosmos was an ongoing struggle between order and chaos.  Fertility, of humans,
growth of crops and the abundant supply of productive weather, fell under the influence
of Baal. They believed that by their actions they could manipulate and control the gods. 
In other words, rather than the gods being in sovereign control of people, people were in
control of the gods.  Furthermore, rather than the gods’ initiating relationships with
people, the people had to initiate relationships with the gods.  This way of thinking no
doubt related to the uncertainties of life.  Worship of Baal involved imitative magic and
performance rituals, including “sacred” prostitution.  Sexual acts by both male and
female temple prostitutes were thought to arouse Baal who then brought rain to make
Mother Earth fertile and crops abundant.   These practices were then included in Israel
and Judah’s worship of YAHWEH, in false repugnant blasphemous request, praise and
thanks for His provision.  Yahweh hated this false
worship: “No Israelite man or woman is to become a
shrine prostitute. You must not bring the earnings of
a female prostitute or of a male prostitute into the
house of the LORD your God to pay any vow, because
the LORD your God detests them both.” (Dt 23:17-18)

10. What resistance does Asa face in his reforms and
how come (15:13)?  Of all places, from his own
residence, the matriarch of the family, Grandmother
Maacah.  Based on the size and scope of the pagan
worship sites, Asa’s reforms took years (2 Chr 14:1-
15:16).  Although Asa had destroyed pagan idols and
altars early in his reign (2 Chr 14:2-3), it wasn’t until
after a victory over Zerah the Cushite                            
(2 Chr 14:8- 15) that he responded to the message          
of the Prophet Azariah by calling for a covenant                       Asa Destroying the Idols; Petrus Comestor's 
                                                                                                                                              Bib le Historiale, France, 1372
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renewal assembly in Jerusalem in the 15th year of his reign (2 Chr 14:10).  After this
assembly, Asa deposed his grandmother because the “repulsive Asherah pole” was not
only blatantly idolatrous, but also a deliberate attempt to counter Asa’s reforms.

“Although he did not remove the high places, Asa's heart was fully committed to the LORD

all his life” (15:14).  So, why didn’t Asa remove the high places?  The reference here (2 Chr
15:17) is to those high places where the LORD was worshiped, some of which were sites
that the LORD had sanctioned (Ex 20:24; Dt 12:5,8,13-14) and were considered normal
and acceptable before the construction of the Temple, and others added by the people,
contrary to God’s conditions, for their convenience.  Asa removed the high places that
were centers for pagan worship.

11. What was Asa’s strategy for national defense (15:16-20)?  Baasha, King of Israel, had
retaken the territory previously captured by Abijah from Jeroboam, including Bethel.  He
was fortifying the town of Ramah, 5 miles south of Bethel.  So, Asa took what was left
after Shishak’s plundering of Jerusalem and sent it to Ben-Hadad, King of Syria (Aram)
in order to form an alliance and to get him to break his alliance with Baasha and Israel. 

What is the alliance based on?  A
previously unmentioned alliance had
been formed between Abijah, Asa’s
father, and Tabrimmon of Syria (Ben-
Hadad’s father).  After Tabrimmon
died, Baasha was apparently able to
convince his successor, Ben-Hadad to
switch allegiance.

What short-term benefit did it
provide?  It worked.  Ben-Hadad
attacked Israel, and Baasha had to
abandon his fortifying Ramah.

“Then King Asa sent an order
throughout Judah, requiring that
everyone, without exception, help to
carry away the building stones and
timbers that Baasha had been using to
fortify Ramah” (15:22, NLT).  Remind
you of anyone or anything?  Asa
conscripted forced labor to destroy
Ramah and build the fortifications at
Geba and Mizpah.  This conscription
is suspiciously like his grandfather
Rehoboam and great grandfather
Solomon, and though it was meant for
securing/ shoring up the defenses of
the nation, it risked causing
widespread resentment among the
people (9:22, 12:4).

What is the long-term problem in Asa’s military plan?  The plan was condemned by the
LORD through the Prophet Hanani, who said it was a foolish denial of reliance upon the
LORD (2 Chr 16:7-10).  A king who deeply trusts YAHWEH never need fear his enemies, but
understand that the God of the Covenant would be his security and protection (1 Sam
17:11).  King Ahaz will later follow this flawed example (2 Kgs 16:5-9; Isa 7).
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12. These last little bits of information about Asa — “Asa issued an order to all Judah, no one
was exempt, and they carried away ...” (15:22, NIV) and “In his old age, however, his feet
became diseased” — familiar or curious to you?  How so?  According to the Chronicler, Asa
did not respond well to Hanani the seer’s rebuke: “Because you have put your trust in the
king of Aram instead of in the LORD your God, you missed your chance to destroy the
army of the king of Aram” (2 Chr 16:7).  In fact Asa threw Hanani into prison.  That,
together with his conscription/ oppression of the people suggests something is going on. 
Lastly, his feet condition, “even with the severity of his disease, he did not seek the LORD's
help but turned only to his physicians” (2 Chr 16:12).  All of this points to what the
prophet Azariah the prophet had exhorted Asa and Judah early in his reign: “Listen to
me, Asa! Listen all you people of Judah and Benjamin! The LORD will stay with you as
long as you stay with Him! Whenever you seek Him, you will find him.  But if you
abandon Him, He will abandon you” (2 Chr 15:2-3).  This was a tragic late-in-life
“abandoning” the LORD and slacking faith, not unlike his great-grandfather Solomon. 
Still, he did not serve pagan gods.

13. “Asa reigned forty-one years in Jerusalem” ... “he did right in the eyes of the Lord.”  What
do you make of Asa?  

14. Has your obedience to God ever alienated family or other around you?
What it really your faith or was it your judgmental attitude?

15. Is the security of our country in “silver and gold;” “stones and timber;” “undercover
dealings?”  Where does real security lie?

16. Do you fear becoming an invalid later in life?
Where will you live when you can no longer get around?
How can you avoid a late-in-life slacking of faith and distance from Jesus?

1 Kings 15:25-32

17. What silly thing always punches your anger button?  How do you show it?
Have you known people who represented generations of rejection of God?  If so, what was

their family and lives like?  

18. What was the sin of Nadab’s father (12:26-33)?  The worst heresy is the one closest to the
Truth.  “The king made two golden calves. He said to the people, ‘It is too much for you to
go up to Jerusalem. Here are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.’  One
he set up in Bethel, and the other in Dan. And this thing became a sin; the people went
even as far as Dan to worship the one there.  Jeroboam built shrines on high places and
appointed priests from all sorts of people, even though they were not Levites. He instituted
a festival on the fifteenth day of the eighth month, like the festival held in Judah, and
offered sacrifices on the altar. This he did in Bethel, sacrificing to the calves he had made.
And at Bethel he also installed priests at the high places he had made. On the fifteenth day
of the eighth month, a month of his own choosing, he offered sacrifices on the altar he had
built at Bethel. So he instituted the festival for the Israelites and went up to the altar to
make offerings.” (12:28-33)
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19. Baasha was likely a commander in Nadab’s army.  How does his military coup fit in with
God’s plan (15:27-28; 14:10-16)?  Probably in response to military defeats and the loss of
key towns and territory under Jeroboam and Nadab, Baasha won the support of most of
the military leaders in his desire to replace the failing hapless Dynasty of Jeroboam.  It
was God’s intention to end Jeroboam’s Dynasty.

20. Why should the king’s children die too?  To
Baasha, they constituted threats to his dynasty. 
To the LORD, they represented and participated
in the “sins Jeroboam had committed and had
caused Israel to commit” which “provoked the
LORD, the God of Israel to anger.” (15:30)  

21. From what we’re seeing here in Kings, what
exhortations/ warnings are appropriate for those who
would lead or teach?  Well, all the descendants of
Jeroboam were killed because of Jeroboam’s
horrible leadership, leading Israel into sin!  Sin is
sin, but the worst sinners are those who lead
others into it.  Jesus said, “If anyone causes one of
these little ones who believe in Me to sin, it would
be better for him to be thrown into the sea with a large millstone tied around his neck” (Mk
9:42) — the imagery here is of the worst of any possible fates that could befall an Israelite. 
Those who take the responsibility for leading others must remember the consequences of
leading them astray.  Teaching the truth is a responsibility that goes with the privilege of
leadership.

22. Why are so many countries today ruled by military leaders?
What must generals believe for civilian rule to prevail?

23. When dealing with sinners, does God still give warnings?  How so?


