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1 Kings 17:1-7

Before this time, no prophet addressed the house of
Omri as Israel’s earlier royal houses had been addressed (14:7-
13; 16:1-4).  Now, Elijah (YAHWEH is my God) is introduced. 
His announcement of doom on the house of Omri will be
delayed, however, until 21:21-24.  His first task is to take down
the abomination of Baal worship that Ahab introduced into
Israel (16:31-32).  He will demonstrate beyond all doubt that
Ball is as fake and plastic as Jeroboam’s bull calves.

Elijah and his successor Elisha figure prominently in
Kings as they prophesied against the wickedness of Ahab and
Joram (also called Jehoram) of Israel.  Elijah’s opposition to
pagan worship also put him at odds with Jezebel, Ahab’s
Phoenician wife, who supported hundreds of prophets of Baal
and Asherah.  Eventually Elisha sent someone to anoint Jehu,
one of Joram’s commanders, to be the next king and to execute
judgment on the entire family of Ahab.

1. Describe a time in life when you had to scrimp on
food.  What was your most creative meal?

2. Why is drought on the way? “Ahab son of Omri
did more evil in the eyes of the LORD than any of those before him.  He not only
considered it trivial to commit the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, but he also married
Jezebel daughter of Ethbaal king of the Sidonians, and began to serve Baal and worship
him.  He set up an altar for Baal in the temple of Baal that he built in Samaria. Ahab also
made an Asherah pole and did more to provoke the LORD, the God of Israel, to anger
than did all the kings of Israel before him.” (16:30-33)

Why is the message open-ended — “in the next few years except at my word”?  In
Canaanite religion, Baal had authority over rain and
fertility.  The absence of rain meant the absence of Baal,
who must periodically submit to the god of death Mot
and die (which produces the dry season), only to be
revived again at a later date and once again water the
earth (producing the rainy season).  This cyclical and
polytheistic worldview is the focus of Elijah’s challenges. 
Elijah worships YAHWEH, the “True and Living and
eternal God” (Jer 10:10), Who can deny both dew and
rain to the land.  The LORD, not Baal brings fertility, and
the LORD’s judgment, not His absence in death, leads to
infertility.

3. Why does God send Elijah to “hide in the Kerith
Ravine”?  The time frame allows His judgment of
drought to take effect.

Why the Kerith (Cherith) Ravine (Brook) and why does  
God order ravens to feed Elijah (17:6)?  “At twilight you
will eat meat, and in the morning you will be filled 
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with bread.  Then you will know that I AM the LORD your God.” (Ex 16:12)  The Kerith
Ravine was an inhospitable area where there is no normal food supply.  God, Who
controls the rain, also controls the whole natural order, including the ravens.  God gives
Elijah generous amounts of bread and meat twice a day, all to reinforce to His prophet,
just Who it is he serves. 

1 Kings 17:8-24

4. How did Elijah know when it was time to move on (17:8)?  “Then the LORD said to
Elijah, ‘Go and live in the village of Zarephath.’”

5. Why do you think God sent Elijah out of Israel to stay with a Gentile in Sidon?  Zarephath
of Sidon was the heartland of Baal worship.  The early reader of Kings might well have
considered this region to be outside of the interest or even the authority of the LORD.  Yet,
as the reader discovers, this region is also hit by God’s drought curse.  YAHWEH is God of
all lands, including those governed by people who have wanted nothing to do with Him. 
God has even foreordained for a widow woman to provide for Elijah there, and for her to
come to faith.

6. What impresses you about what God’s grace accomplished in Elijah so far?  His courage
facing Ahab?  Obedience – going where God sent him?  Patience – waiting on God’s time
table?  Faith – trusting God for his needs?  

7. Do you think the woman was a believer in YAHWEH

God or was she just in no position to argue?
Why did Elijah tell her to provide for him before she

makes for her and her starving son?  His was a request
to give all she had to sustain the Prophet of God, that
she take a great step of faith — in the LORD!

How do you think the widow felt about Elijah’s
words?  “Typical religious leader — always wanting you
to give them something.”  “What have I got to lose?”  “I
believe he speaks for God so I will do as he says.” 

8. What did the widow assume when her son died? 
“What do you have against me, man of God? Did you
come to remind me of my sin and kill my son?”
(17:18).  She believed God had killed her son, but
that Elijah had a hand in it by reminding Him of her
sin.

Why was she so angry at Elijah? a. she felt her son’s death was Elijah’s fault; b. in her grief
she lashed out; c. to some degree she had put her faith in Elijah, not God; other?

9. Why did Elijah work so hard on the deceased boy?  Elijah’s prayer, “O LORD my God,
have you brought tragedy also upon this widow I am staying with, by causing her son to
die?” (17:20) agrees with the woman that the ultimate Cause of the boy’s death is God
(there is only YAHWEH God, so everything must in the end lie in His power or permission),
but he does not comment on “sin” as God’s provocation, a tacit agreement that she and
everyone is a sinner deserving death.  He is heartsick over the mother’s grief and her
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ominous future as a widow.  He feels that the “test” of faith concerning the baking of
cakes that he asked of the widow that grew her faith in the True and Living and Eternal
God was wasted by the boy’s death.

10. Looking at this as a Monday morning quarterback 3000 year later, can you see some
purposes that YAHWEH had in allowing these events to take place?  The LORD had “faith
tests” for everyone here, including His prophet.  God’s miraculous provision of food was
not given so she could rest on it.  We need to depend on Him as we face each new trial. 
Both Elijah and the widow’s faith were rewarded and reinforced by the miracle of
resurrection.  That faith boost was vital for Elijah as he would soon face off against the
prophets and advocates of Baal.  YAHWEH is the only true God.  He demonstrates this
when faced with “the god of death” (Mot).  YAHWEH, unlike Baal, does not need to submit
to him — Mot is not.  He can cross the border from Israel in Sison to bring life out of
death.  The LORD cannot be barred even from a place such as the underworld (Ps 139:7-
12).

11. What impact does her son’s recovery have on the widow (24)?  This was the first instance
of raising the dead recorded in Scripture.  This non-Israelite woman received the supreme
covenant blessing — the gift of life rescued from the power of death.  This blessing came
in the person of her son, the only hope for a widow in ancient society.  “Then the woman
said to Elijah, ‘Now I know that you are a man of God and that the word of the LORD

from your mouth is the truth.’”   The writer adds a powerful point of irony in that this
Phoenician widow’s confession was one that many in Israel refused to make.

What other responses can you imagine?  Will she lose faith again in the next crisis?

12. How difficult is it for you to stand against the mainstream?
Does God care for you in a Kerith Ravine” kind of way?

13. What “jars” and “jugs” are running dry for you?  
Will the Lord do something miraculous for you?  Why or why not?  In a nation that was

required by Law to care for its prophets, it is ironic that the LORD turned to ravens
(unclean birds) and a penniless widow (an unclean Gentile) to care for Elijah.  God has
help where we least expect it.  He provides for us in ways that go beyond our narrow
definitions or expectations.  Now matter how little is in our “jars and jugs,” or how
seemingly hopeless our situation, we should look for God’s caring touch.  We may find
His providence in some strange places.  We will “see” His provision when we put on
glasses of faith.

14. Do you believe God punishes you when you sin, and prospers you when you’re good?  God
NEVER punishes His people!  For us who have received Jesus and His salvation by faith,
our punishment was poured out on Him on the cross.  God tenderly loves His kids — even
as they regularly misbehave.  His discipline, when He gives it, is “for our good, that we
may share in His holiness. No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful.  Later on,
however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been
trained by it.” (Heb 12:10-11)


