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1 Kings 10:1-13

It is not only gold that arrives from Arabia (“Ophir” in 9:28) but also a queen who comes to
test Solomon with hard questions.  This is another theme picked up from earlier in the narrative (the
worldwide fame of Solomon in 4:29-34, which attracts foreigners to his court).  The ease with which
Solomon deals with her questions, combined with her own observation of his wealth, leaves her
breathless (10:5). 

Sheba, or Saba was a mercantile kingdom that traded in luxury goods from East Africa and
India.  The queen’s visit may have had commercial trade purposes prompted by Solomon’s naval
activities in the south of the Red Sea, but her visit is presented primarily as a quest for wisdom. 
Solomon is acknowledged as excelling in both wisdom and wealth.  The Gentile queen recognizes
that Solomon’s greatness is from YAHWEH and that Solomon sits on God’s throne as His king (10:9,
“the throne of Israel”).  For the Chronicler (the writer of Chronicles), the Davidic kingdom is the
earthly expression of God’s eternal kingdom (1 Chr 17:14, 28:5; 2 Chr 13:8).  Recognition
(especially from a Gentile king) that YAHWEH was the actual King of Israel could only encourage the
exile community, when no descendant of David was on the throne.

1. What first attracted you to your mate?  What was the second thing you noticed?

2. Who was the Queen of Sheba and where was her country?  She ruled in a mountainous
area of Arabia (modern Yemen), about a thousand miles from Jerusalem.  By means of
its international trade and control of trade routes through its land, Sheba developed
into a strong commercial power. Its trade specialties were perfumes and incense. It
profited from the sea trade of India and east Africa.  Camel caravans followed routes
northward across its dry regions, headed to the royal courts of the countries bordering
the Mediterranean Sea. Thus the Queen of Sheba's visit to Solomon may have been
motivated also by her interest in trade and in the unhindered movement of her
caravans into the large territory under Solomon's control. It is apparent that this trade
agreement was accomplished (10:13).

What questions do you suppose the Queen of Sheba asks (10:2-3)?  In the ancient Near
East, contests using riddles or proverbs were often used to test wisdom.   

3. What initially impresses the queen?  “The queen of Sheba saw all the wisdom of
Solomon.”

What next impresses the queen?  “And the palace he had built.”
How is it that she “sees” wisdom (10:7-8)?  She came and experienced it in the person

of Solomon.  She also recognized a connection between the wisdom of Solomon and
YAHWEH God Who he served.  Jesus used her as an example to condemn the people of
His day who refused to recognize that “One greater than Solomon” (Mt 12:42) was in
their midst.

The queen said to Solomon, “How happy your people (“the men and women who work
for you,” The MESSAGE; “your wives,” Greek and Syriac versions and Latin Vulgate) must
be! What a privilege for your officials to stand here day after day, listening to your wisdom!”
(10:8).  What is the difference between the author’s earlier description of the happy kingdom, 
“The people of Judah and Israel were as numerous as the sand on the seashore; they ate, they
drank and they were happy ... During Solomon's lifetime Judah and Israel, from Dan to
Beersheba, lived in safety, each man under his own vine and fig tree” (4:20-25), and the
queen’s description here?  The author’s description of the joyful kingdom in 4 stressed
the benefits of Solomon’s wisdom for all his subjects.  The queen of Sheba, however,
refers much more specifically to the blessing that Solomon must be to his court officials.
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While Solomon’s wisdom and wealth are still remarkable, and are still evidence of
God’s abundant blessing, it seems that his great wisdom, wealth, and power have begun
to distort his moral judgment in the proper use of these blessings.  The whole of chapter
10 focuses on this benefit that wisdom brings to the royal court, and particularly to
Solomon himself, rather than on any benefit that might flow out to the people.  The
influx of food described in chapters 4-5 has been replaced by an influx of luxury goods
(10:2,10-12,22,25).

4. How does the queen compliment Solomon?  Overwhelmed by his wisdom and riches,
she was no longer a competitor and has become an admirer.  Her experience was the
similar to that of many kings and foreign dignitaries who paid honor to Solomon (4:34). 
And, she recognized that “the LORD your God has delighted in you.”

5. What are some interesting side notes of this visit by the queen?  First, perhaps is that a
woman of this decidedly patriarchal era comes to test Solomon.  Second, this woman
from a pagan country pays homage to YAHWEH, the God of Solomon’s kingdom.  Third,
she expresses faith in YAHWEH God.  Fourth, she offers extravagant in response to his
advice.  Also, Solomon gives her a “blank check” (10:13).

How do you assess the queen’s gift?  The queen’s gift of 120 talents of gold (9,000
pounds/ 4,080 kg) is a remarkably large amount, yet in context it does not compare with
Solomon’s wealth.  Solomon was already receiving much more gold than this (notice
that her gift is exactly the same size as Hiram’s first installment, 9:14, now superseded
by his second, 9:28), as well as unparalleled amounts of valuable almug wood.  Solomon
was vastly wealthier than the queen, something that is underlined in 10:13. What she
gives to him pales in relation to what he gives to her.

6. What does this story stir up in you: envy; suspicion; unworthiness; embarrassed by praise
or riches?  How come?

7. Who truly admires you and seeks out your opinion?
How is your relationship with God evident in your advice?

8. What one question would you ask the wisest person on earth?

1 Kings 10:14-29

9. Know anyone with money to burn?
Every wonder why you don’t have money to burn?

10. How does this passage strike you: a. accurate history; b. political boasting; c. storybook
account; d. gold mine?

11. What in this section reveals how the LORD true to His promises to Solomon (10:23-24;
3:12-13)?  When Solomon asked for wisdom, God also promised to give him riches and
honor as well (3:13).  “Twenty-five tons of gold” reveal Israel’s extensive wealth and
God’s faithfulness.  Israel was no longer a second-rate nation, but was at the height of
power and wealth, led by a legendary king.  Jesus even referred to “Solomon in all his
glory” (Mt 6:29).
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How does Solomon make his “revenues” (10:14-15)?  Annual, steady tribute or
taxation was necessary to support all of Solomon’s major projects and outlays. 
Solomon controlled a large territory on the trade routes north to Mesopotamia and
south to Egypt.  Tariffs on the goods transported through Israel would have been
substantial.

12. What is significant about his shields, ivory, lions, apes and horses?  They all symbolize
Israel’s wealth and glory.  The rectangular shields afforded the greatest battle
protection (compared to the smaller round shields), though these were not intended for
battle but ceremonial use.  Shishak of Egypt carried them off as plunder in the 5th year
of Rehoboam’s reign (14:25-26).

13. Jesus said, “I’ll say it again — it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle
than for a rich person to enter the Kingdom of God!” (Mt 18:24).  What does the Scripture,
especially the Old Testament, say about money?  Is wisdom a “money-maker” (10:25)?  Or
does having money give the appearance of wisdom?  In the Old Testament, riches were
considered tangible evidence of God’s blessing.  Prosperity was seen as a proof of right
living.  Ecclesiastes and Job give broader perspective: in ideal conditions, people
prosper when God runs their lives, but prosperity is not guaranteed.  Wealth does not
prove that a person is living right before God, and poverty does not automatically
indicate sin.

What seems to have taken the place of riches for closeness
with God and why?  The New Testament indicates that the
presence of suffering and persecution actually mark a
person’s closeness with God (Mk 10:29-31; 13:13).  The most
important “treasure” is not earthly but heavenly (Mt 6:19-21;
19:21; 1 Tim 6:17-19).  The gift of greatest worth has no price
tag — it’s the gift of salvation freely offered by God in Jesus.

What seems to be the purpose of the “large and small shields”
(10:16-17)?  These extremely heavy and valuable shields were
made chiefly for ceremonial and aesthetic reasons. The use of
such shields as a visible sign of a king’s wealth and status is
not unique to Solomon.  After a campaign of about 714 B.C.,
King Sargon II claims to have taken “six shields of gold”
from a temple.

In order to effectively rule the kingdom, it was absolutely
necessary for Solomon to have “a massive throne of ivory
accented with a veneer of gold, with six steps leading up to it,
its back shaped like an arch, armrests on each side were
flanked by twelve lions ... there was no throne like it in any of
the surrounding kingdoms” (10:18-20).  How so?  It was
simply one more aspect of Solomon’s extravagant lifestyle,
produced by the great influx of tribute. His throne was
probably made of wood inlaid with ivory and gold.  Ivory
carvings plated with gold have been found in the Assyrian
royal palaces at Nimrud.  Solomon’s desire for the finest in
furnishings and buildings burdened his subjects (12:4).

Do you buy the idea that Solomon did all this to glorify YAHWEH as His representative? 
Maybe a bit, but you don’t treat your people harshly in order to glorify God (12:4).  
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14. How does Solomon profit from the “arms race” (10:28-29)?  He resold at a profit
chariots and horses.

Are you impressed with Solomon’s accumulation of silver and horses, as well as gold? 
Do you think that was the intention of the author ... to impress readers with Solomon’s wealth
and power?  The accumulation of silver and horses, as well as gold, was forbidden by the
LORD through Moses (Dt 17:16-17).   The author hinted that there were troubles
brewing early on (1 Kgs 4:28).  The significant addition to the theme here is the detail
that Solomon’s import of horses was from Egypt (10:28).  All but one of Moses’
instructions about kingship (Dt 17:16-17) have thus far been violated by Solomon.  That
remaining one (he must not have many wives) will be described next (1 Kgs 11).  God
knew how these activities would hurt the nation both politically and spiritually (1 Sam
8:11-18).  The more luxurious Solomon’s court became, the more the people were taxed. 
Excessive taxation created unrest and conditions for revolution.  Having everything he
wanted, Solomon disregarded God and allowed pagan influences to enter his court
through his pagan wives.  This accelerated the spiritual corruption of the nation.

15. It is said, “One man’s wealth is built on another man’s poverty.”  Does that seem true in
Solomon’s case?  

Do you believe in “Zero Sum Game” economics (Each participant's economic gain or loss
is exactly balanced by the economic losses or gains of everyone else)?

16. Is it okay for Christians to accumulate a lot of “silver and gold” — money?  How so?       

King Solomon receiving the Queen of Sheba — Edward Poynter, 1890




